Tissue synthesis of complement as an immune regulator.
Evidence is accumulating that a variety of tissues produce complement components, and that production in each tissue is differentially regulated by inflammatory cytokines. This locally produced complement could have protective or injurious actions, depending upon local circumstances. Techniques for analysing separately the contributions of local complement synthesis and complement derived from the circulation are now becoming available. We argue that an appreciation of the role of local complement synthesis may help to explain many features of organ- and tissue-specific immunological disease.